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One of the railways visited duing the layout tours at the Garden Railway Conventionin Chicago earlier thisyea.
Part 1 of Roger Alexander’sreport isfeatured insidethisissue.  Photo by Roger Alexander.
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| mportant Dates.

Decanber

Monday 5th: The Garden City Model Railway Clubinvites youto an open right at their
Ferrymead Clubrooms. Entrance off Truscotts Road. Starts 7:30pm.

Club Meding - Sunday 11th - Trevor Stewart. 25 Warner Place, Hedhcote

January 06
CANMOD - Thurs 5- Monday 9th. Model Engineers, Halswell Domain.
Club Meding - Don Ellis - date to be confirmed

February - Proposed day trip to Weka PassRailway. Date to be advised.

March - Sunday 19th - Karl Arnesen

Coming Train Shows 2006
March - Nelson; May - Greymouth (Shantytown) ; July - Dunedin; October - Christchurch

Welcome Christmas wishes to all;
May Santa bring youhegps of
Welcome to new member Brian Allison of traing!
Christchurch )
And welcome badk to Don Weston of .
Dunedin, who was a member in the early HaveaMerry Christmas
days of the club. and safe New Year!

Club I nformation:
Our aim is to have fun by building and/or running model trains outdoars. The society caers for all scdes outdoars, but spe-
cidisesin"G" scde (Gauge 1, 45mm) outdoars and indoars. The dub meding is held onthe seaond to last Sunday of most
months and consists of a mixture of visits to established garden railways, indoar meetings and exhibitions for display to the
public. Membership is$15 per yea. New members are welcome. For membership or other inquiries please mntad:
Chairman: Don Ellis: ph/fax 3652267 wk Email: don@computercables.co.nz
Treasurer: Phillip Cooke: ph 3896192 hm Email: philrail @xtra.co.nz
or
ChCh Garden Railway Society
P.O. Box 7145
Christchurch 8032
New Zealand

Newsletter Contributions:
Contributions of photos and/or articles for the newsl etter are welcome:
Please sendto: glen.bren@paradise.net.nz or Glen Anthory
59 Colombo Street
Christchurch 8002
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Club News

November Meding

There were aout 20
people at the
November meding,
which was hosted by
Roger and Sandra
Alexander. There
have been some
major garden
developments  snce
our last visit, maybe
stimulated by their
reent trip to the
Garden Railway
convention in July?
Wedad-mat has been
rolled out across in
centre of the ovd
and a number of
miniature trees have
been planted. Some
trellis has aso been
fixed around the
outside of the raised
track.

The very hot morning cooled dff and there was a good
turn out of members, including a new member Brian
Alison. A range of trains got run over the dternom,
including the Rob's live stean tram built by Harold
Joynt.

Roger told me that some of the leaves on his trees had
reaently started turning brown. After taking a sample
into a garden centre for advice, they diagnosed the
cause as asmall bug attadking them and duy sold him
some bug spray. However in spite of numerous
applications of the spray the problem continued to
escalate. Roger then noticed the ground looked a bit
dry, and started watering regularly and the trees have
now started to improve. Moral of the story: Phantom
bugs dont like wet ground

Above: A kit-set hut from a previous GR convention.

¥ T

Left: A new loco getsit’sfirst run.
Below: Rogers trac cleaner under a Bachmann wagon
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An update from the Rocky Creek Railway

By Glen Anthony

Fred the Ganger pil ots the work train acrossthe new Rocky CreekRail way viaduct

It has now been almost a yea since the club meding
at the Rocky Creek Railway (dirt pile). Soit's time for
an updie on what's been happening.

While | am constantly frustrated at what seems to be
slow progress, when | look badk to photos taken ayea
ago | can seethat | have actually dore quite an amount
of work. The railway comprises two ‘idands with a
bath set in the middle for use & afuture water feature.

At the time of the meding in Jan 2005, oe Island ted
some planting on it and the other was plain drt. This
had been covered with black polythene to prevent
wind-blown drt lossand weead growth.

Since then the unplanted ‘island has been completely
hand sieved again to remove unwanted stones and
bulbs. There have been a number of small (and not so
small) rock retaining wall s built. You may have head
of the term dry-stadk rock walls. Well these are wet-
stacked walls, i.e. the rocks are concreted together, so
they stay where | put them! The dirt has been spread
out and plants are now growing well.

On the tradk front, the sub base has been bult the
whole way around. Thisis built out of 50mm x 75mm
fence rails with some cament board liquid nailed to the
top. The fence rails where thosen because of price;
they came off the old fence we just had replaced, and
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the cement board was damaged sheds which
Placenakers where virtually giving away ($5eg when
I went through the drive-through one day. | don't claim
these are ided materials, but they should last quite a
while.

The biggest hald up fas been the main viaduct which
spans the gap between the two idands. Its total length
is amost 3 meters long, made up of a big central span
and two small end spans. Becaise the lower level
track goes under one of the end spans, | nealed to
finish it so | could check for alignment clearance
before | completed the track sub lese. | started
building the viaduct in May, and it was going to be my
indoor projed for the winter. However it has taken
considerably longer than anticipated and it did nad get
completed until November! (The story of it's buil ding
will bethe subjed of afuture article).

Now the bridge is finally complete, the tradk laying
can continue. | have built some tradk by hand, kut
have dso purchased some 2™ hand trad recently to
spead upprogress. | want to have most of it down by
the end of February, when | will have to stop work to
because of our planned hause renovations.

| get constantly asked when it is going to be finished
by friends and family, (particularly children!). At this
stage the target opening date is around Sept 2006.
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CANMOD 2006

A preview of thingsto comein January.
By John Hamilton

Every 2 yeas a NZ model Engineeing club hats the
national rally. This is normaly run over a 5 day
period, starting on a Thursday and closing the
following Monday. Canmod 2006 (Canterbury
Modelling) will start on January 5™ and finish on the
9", held at the Halswell Domain.

The raly is a get together of like minded people to
run, look at, & talk about- model trains, boats traction
engines & workshop equipment. There are severa
awards to be competed for but nothing too serious.

In recent yeas there has been increasing interest in No
1 (45mm trad) scde live stean locos © this yea it
was dedded to include a45mm trad. The layout will
an oval set up onsevera sheets of ply with a 32mm
straight tradk set up next to it. Thisisredly afishing
trip as we don’t know what the response will be. Since
promoting the idea we have head of other people

playing with 45mm live steam, this may bring them
into the open.

Canmod has attracted registrations from oversess,
Australia, USA, UK. Plus al over NZ.

One visitor who is coming wrote aseries on building a
16mm scde Kerr-Stuart Brazil class0-4-2ST loco. We
believe he is bring two models with him 1 meths fired
the other coal.

For full information on CANMOD refer to www.
csmeeorg.nz or contact me, refer chch garden rail way
addresslist.

We ae dso looking for helpers. If you have some
gpare time and wish to help ou please let me know.
Day registration costs $20 and includes morning and
afternoon tea

A message from the DiamondHarbou Globe Trotter (in London.

Hi Donand Team,

Well I'm having a grea time wandering around the
leafy lanes of the county of Surrey. The weather has
been great; 16-17c every day.

| have been to the Bluebell Railway was a good dy
out except that it poured with rain that day. It seems
that when there is anything of interest on it bloody
rans.

Last week-end | went and hed alook at the Londm to
Brighton Veteran Car Rally and yes it rained also. |
have been to Brooklands Car Museum and the day |
was there it was the hottest day for October for 100
yeas 20c and the boys had their toys out to play as
part of the old banking is still in use and they were
having agred time.

Next week | am off to Swanage for afew days to have
aride onthe Swanage Rail way.

| have purchased a car a 1995 Rover 416 Si. Its in
very good condtion and | only paid 300 pounds for
the thing. It's gred for getting around. I’ ve done some
motorway driving; that’s ok except when ore gets
held upin atraffic jam. | went over to the other side of
Londonlast Saturday and it took me 2 hou's each way,
like going from ChCh to say Rangiora. The traffic is
the pitsin London

Must close & | use the mmputer a the loca library
andmy timeis nearly up.

Chees, JohnL (11 November)

)

IgbTrainBoy@hatmail says...

ano7. Fos

“Hello, Somethings happening”.

Hopefully it’s another garden rail way taking shape, and hopefully
he will share more information with us next yea!
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2006Calendars

| have aranged to have asmall quantity of NZ G scde 2006cdendars available for sale at the December meding.
They are A4 format, designed to be wall hung with a spira bound at the top. And at only $10 each they are grea
value! Any unsold ores will be returned to Auckland after the meding, so if youwant one make sure you caich up
with me. $10cash with order. If youwant one and won't be & the meding, then contact me before handso | can
put one aside for you.

Youcan dso buy them from lan Lewis, 44 Edwards Road, R D 1, Warkworth 1241. $10ead plus postal costs.

M odel Railway Convention

The NZ Association of Model Railway Clubs bi-annual “National Model Railway Convention” will be held at
Manfeild Park, Feilding on 14- 17 April 2006.

SeeFred o Ray for booking forms, or chedk out the NZAMRC website: www.geocities.com/nzamrc

Bachmann Railtruck

Photos of asample of the Badmann rail truck have turned upin the photo gallery on Bachmann's website.
http://www.badhmanntrai ns.com/home-usa/gall ery/album69
Thereis no mention of when it will be available.

News From Auckland

lan informs me that the Auckland groupwill be hosting a number of visitors from Wellington at their meding m
March 26th. They also plan to organize afew layout tours for them on the same weekend. They have extended an
invitation to anyone from our club to go upand join them. Let me know if you are interested and | will give you
the contad details. Ed.

Below: Two of lan Lewis' mallets double head past a newly mass-planted areaon his Hepburn Creek Railway. |an was at
theright place &the right time when a garden center dedded to quit small trees. He ended up with about 170 d them!
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News From Auckland

taken from the November issue of Crossd Ties

The October Meeting was held a Grant and Donna
Alexander’s“Squirrel Valley” Railway at Cambridge.

Grant has both a 45mm garden railway, and a 7 ¥inch
gauge groundlevel tradk.

A number of people travelled down from Auckland for
the day. Alan Smith aso came from Waihi and
bought some of hisrailcarsincluding amodel T railcar
which has a fully detailed interior, right down to the
padded seats, the ticket roll and purch.

There was aso an article from lan Lewis abou the
success he has had mass planting Dwarf Alberta
Spruce, Dwarf Junipers and English Yew trees on his
Hepburn Creek Railway. The Yew trees will continue
to dowly grow and could become aproblem in 1000
yeas, bu lan is counting that he won't be aroundthen
to have to ded with it! You can limit their growth by
pinching out the growth tips in spring.

Henrick Dorbed described how he made alow relief
building to cover the *ugly hde' that Ken MacDiarmid
has where the garden railway enters the storage shed.
The building was made to look like a industria
warehouse with a doa for the ral entry. The
construction was of plywood with some windowv
frames found in the spare parts box.

There was aso a report on the Welli ngton group, who
had their November meding at Mack’s Tracks. About
20 people were there, an indication of how well this
group is growing from startup a few months ago.
Jeremy Were, from Carterton, arrived with his sratch-
built turntable. He has also started building a garden
railway.

Photos from the October meding at Squirrel Valley

Future Auckland meding dates are; January 22 at Ken
McDiarmid. February at Henrik Dorbedk and 26
March at lan Lewis.
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21¥ NATIONAL GARDEN RAILWAY CONVENTION

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS USA. -

26to0 31 JULY 2005

Text and photos by Roger Alexander

Sandra and | made the dedsion late 2004 to g to the
2005 Corvention as things had settled dowvn after
“9/11".

22 July Flew to Auckland and left for San Francisco at
1 am on 23July — we were delayed because of the Air
NZ Cabin Crew strike. As a result we only had one
day in San Francisco so went to Sausalito, onthe other
side of the harbour, by ferry for the day. Had a very
nice lunch in a deli which was located in one of the
bad streets insteal of eating with the aowds on the
main street and then a nice stroll along the beach — it
was very warm.

23 July Flew to Chicago - O Hare Airport. We
encountered a full security check at San Francisco
Airport. When we received our boarding passes we
noted that we had 4 S's printed on it and had been
warned that the S's meant a full check — body scan
with security want, pat down and complete inspedion
of al carryon begs.

Finally arrived in Chicago — what a busy airport — and
headed off on a $US100 taxi ride to the Convention
Centre — The Pheasant Run Inn at St Charles which
turned ou to be a 40 minutes drive & motorway
spedds.

The Inn was very large — 4 accommodation wings (2
levels) plus an accommodation tower (8 levels) — we
were onthe 4" floor — 2 indoar and 1 outdoor pools, 3
restaurants, a deli, shops, theatre, spa, atrium, many
conference rooms, golf course, tennis courts, etc, plus
a separate large nvention centre where the
exhibition was. Ead day there were other activities

happening.

24 July We were a day ealy at the convention so
chedked aut local facilities. We had hoped to get into
Chicago City but were 30 miles away and there was
no pulic transport available. Consequently we did
not get into the city proper.

Our room had a microwave and fridge (hot common at
this level of accommodation in the USA) so we
walked to the local Target to get in some supplies for
meds as we could tell by the menus that eating at the
restaurants or deli would eat into the budget. People
walking are not a common sight, especialy as it was
in the high 90s Fahrenheit. There was a mall across
the road from Target so we had to have alook at the
shops, then it was back to the Inn for a swim. There
was no laundry in the Inn bu we were able to use the
laundry in a hotel across the highway — luckily there
were traffic lights to control the traffic coming out of
the Convention Centre so it made it safer to cross the
road.

25 July The first day of the
Convention. Up at 6.45 am to
get on a bus for a 2 haur ride to
the Chicago Botanic
Gardens. We were taken for a
tour of the Gardens on a “Toast
Rad” vehicle. Very extensive
gardens including the reason for
our visit - a Garden
Railway. The Garden Railway
started out as a one off event but
it proved so pguular that it is
now a permanent feature. It runs
for the summer season. There
are 12 individual circuits, some
going through common scenes,
some point to point and some
overhead. There are lots of
national and loca buildings
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designed by Paul Busse
using local timbers, scattered
throughou the layout.

When we got badk to the
Convention Centre we were
given ou bag of “goodes’ —
Cornvention bod, different
coloured wrist bands for the
layout tours, meds and other
events we had signed upfor.

26 July Thefirst Official Day
of the Cornvention — the
beginning of the layout tours
so it was up ealy, the
relevant wrist band on the
arm and downstairs to hop
onabus (1 of 4) to be taken
around 6 different layouts.
All the layouts were very
good.

The Official Opening of the
Convention was at 3pm with the Ice Crean and
Cheesecake Social.

First look in the Exhibition Hall was from 5pm.

The Exhibition Hall was 22 long by 150fed wide. At
the front was 40 ft by 53 ft multi circuit G layout on
the floor. At the same position a rea of hall was
same size moduar layout running very long trains in
both drections. Around the rest of the hall were 154
individual traders ste, some traders occupying more
than 1site. The major brands at the front of the Hall —
LGB, Aristo, Bachman, USA Trains, then some of the
shops we know — St Aubin, St Charles Station, Watts
Train Shop, Garden Rallways Magazine (spoke to
Marc Horouitz, Editor of the magazine (point of
interest we now get our mags before the USA
subscribers)). Lots of catadlogues on dfer, got a copy
of the LGB 2003

bad).

28 July Visited 7 layouts and attended the Digital
Camera Clinic in the afternoon and won a door prize
(pdlo shirt). Late in the dternoonit was on to another
bus and df to the lllinois Railway Museum for an
excdlent BBQ dinner and had a look around a very
good dsplay of locos androlling stock. There are also
many barns full of passenger cars and interurban. We
were very fortunate that the voluntees who run this
museum dedded to run the Burlington Zephyr — they
only runit on spedal occasions, approx 4to 6timesa
yea. We managed to get seds in the rear observation
car with large swivel arm chairs (like
Lazyboys). They have astraight run of about 4 miles
andreturn in reverse.

Continued next month....

Catalogue. All inal a

pretty impressive
display.
27 Juy Ancther 6

layout tours and the
Hobo Dinner a 7pm. |
received a
complementary
Convention Car being
one of the ealy
registrants and Hobo
type metal cup and
plate (which we had to
leave behind because
we didn't have enough
room in our baggage or
parcels we shipped
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L GB Gold Plated L oco Sold

A rare 14 karat Gold LGB-Aster loco hasrecently sold
on ebay (28 Nov 200b).

Only six of the gold plated NY C Hudson locos where
made by LGB (item #20542.

The following information was listed on ebay with the
phaos:

It was released for Christmas 2000 andwas featured
by FAO Schwarz Toy Shopin New York.

Their model was priced a $20,00.00 andwas being
sold only throughtheir VIP sales department.

The other units have fallen into the hards of private
collectors like myself and have never been offered for
sale.

This model has the same features as the non gold
plated models al so offered the same year.

It features two seven-pole Buhler motors, six powered
wheds, ten power pick-ups, operating drive rods and
detailed Baker valve gear.

There is also the typical sound, whistle, lights, and
smokethat LGB is known for.

This modé is not suitable for outdoor use.
Theloco finally sold for US$15,600

Cliff Smith’sTrain Shop

htt p://www.geocities.com/cliff smithtrains/

28 Nelll Street, Hornby, Christchurch.

Phone [03] 3493369

Email: cliffs@inet.net.nz

Trade-ins accepted in any scale.
Freequotes on any imported item you require.

Aristocraft

2-8-2 Mikado Union Pacific. $999.00 nett

SD45 Santa Fe Warbonnet $650.00

Smoathside passnger coach and dbservation Santa Fe $650.00 pair nett
Streamline observation car Union Pacific $230.00
Streamline diner Union Pacific $275.00

#41004 drop end gandola "Central Vermont" $65.00
#41102 covered drop end gandola"NY C" $55.00
#41305 single dome tank "Sinclair" $75.00

#41308 silver single dome tank "Union Pecific" $75.00
wood caboose South Pacific Coast $150.00

Caboose Santa Fe $225.00

Plastic rail joiners $8.50nett pkt

LGB

Mikado "Union Pacific" $1800.00 nett

#23570 F7A UP road #1464 $650.00

#2219S 2-6-0 PRR $1100.00nett

#20892 SV Mallet #51 with tender digital sourd etc $3.000.00 nett
LGB/Aster #20922 Garrett Limited Edition Digital sourd etc. $9,000.00
nett

5 car Amtrak set $500.00

x3 #30580 Vista dome coaches SAB& O/Pen/NY C/UP/SF $275.00
each

#4180 Red Crown Tank car $155.00

#40919 40' sted box car "Western Pacific". $85.00

#47915 40" sted box car "Union Pacific" $85.00

x3 #47350 Fish vans $175.00 rett each

x6 #4021 open wagon $125.00 rett each

#4010 Flat wagon $100.00

K-Line speeder Long Island $90.00

Bachmann

Spectrum Shay Ely Thomas $999.00nett
Spectrum 2-8-0 Y ell ow Pine Lumber $750.00nett
Flat with trailer Union Padfic. $80.00ea
Flat with trailer ET& NNC. $80.00

x3 Flat with trailer Pennsylvania. $80.00ea
Reder GCFAL $90.00

Reder Hammonds $90.00

Reder Santa Fe $90.00

Baggage Union Pacific $80.00

Baggage Santa Fe $80.00

Caboose Union Pacific $125.00

USA Trains

4 diacircle New No box $100.00

Woodside @boose DSR& P $235.00

Woodside @boose Santa Fe $185.00

x2 depres=d flat with cable drum load C & S $130.00
x2 depressed flat with cable drum load U.P. $125.00
Refrigerator car Seaboard Coast Line $120.00
Refrigerator car Bonneyville Mills $120.00

x2 Refrigerator car Canadian Pacific Despatch $120.00 each
Depressed flat with searchlight $125.00

freight box car Eagle $120.00

box car Southern Very good Used in ariginal box $90.00
Chicago's Agar Meat packaging reefer $120.00

Reder Supreme Wafers $120.00

Reder Padfic Electric Red $120.00

Tiffany refrigerator car $120.00

Chicago Milwaukee ad St Paul refrigerator car $120.00
70T coa hopper NY C $200.00

Woodside reder National Pac $120.00

Reder Bordens Poultry $120.00

Tiffany refrigerator car $120.00

ChicagoMilwaukee ad St Paul refrigerator car $120.00
Chicagd's Agar Meat packaging reder $120.00
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Father Christmas can test your loco’s!

This phao came from the South East Pennsylvania Garden Railway Society
newsletter. It shows Frank Donzé, the son d one of their members stting at
the North Pole running his G scde railway.

Now, becaise Frank can get his trains working there, Father Christmas oud
be @le to run trains too. So there are no more excuses for you to open your
presents before Christmas to ‘ chedk that they work’. Father Christmasis quite

cgpable of testing them.

Sorry, from now onyou'll have to wait for Christmas day to runthem.

Aristo Live Steam Mikado on the way

Adapted from an Aristocraft PressRelease, 17 Nov.

The Live Steam Mikado's have been dspatched from
the factory and expected to arrive in USA in
December.

The Live Steam Mikado is operable on almost any
layout. We have even eledricaly isolated the wheels
SO you can run the Live Steam Mikado simultaneously
with other electric trains.

Our locomotives are made from an engineering grade
plastic material with a high temperature cgpability,
idea for a live stean locomotive. To that we alded
environmentaly friendly cotton batting to further
insulate the boiler and kurner from the plastic shell of
the locomotive.

It is controlled by which will also turn on the lights
and qerate abell, whistle and a“ chuffing” sourd that
adds fun to the loco’s operation. There is an auto-
igniter in the boiler. We chose the safe and consistent
Butane &5 the fuel because it is available and dentiful
all over the world.

We went the extra step and added a warm water bath
to the Live Steam Mikado to get the most out of the
normally colder butane stored in the tender. The warm
water in the tub surroundng the butane tank al ows for
a better flow of the butane from the tender to the boiler
for a truly amazing

opening on the locomotive for the lubricating steam
oil. The boiler has a drain and presare valves to
proted from over presaure in the boiler. The water fill
onthe boiler of the Aristo-Craft Live Steam Mikadois
large and alows for adding significant quantities of
the water needed to run this magnificent locomotive.
The good-dl valve lets you refill the boiler even while
the water is gill hot and boiler under presaure.

The locomotive @mes in an attractive duminium
silver case with a handle and wheels © you can wheel
the locomoative to the layout comfortably. The antire
padkage weighs 40lbs making the rolling capability a
true necesgty. All of the parts are cgable of being
kept in the rolling metal storage case.

We have literaly test run the Mikado all over the
world. It can pull 15 cars up a 3% grade and can pull
several of our beautiful standard heavy weight
pasenger cars. The Aristo-Craft Live Stean Mikado
isadedlight to runandwill open the doarsto live steam
for “the rest of us’ that are not technicdly adept and
will alow the enjoyment to be dispersed to the larger
market of G-Gaugers!

The Mikado comes ready to run. You just add oil,
water and fuel and it isready to go!

operation of the loco.

The Aristo-Craft Live
Stean Mikado comes
with the necessary drains,
valves and fill points
needed for operation of
the locomotive. The
butane flow valve has a
stop to maintain a lower
heaing temperature.
There is a large mouth
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To Picton and back on the Tranz Coastal

By Glen Anthony

Road and rail tunnels along the Kaikoura coast

Recently some friends invited Brenda and | to join
them on a weekend trip to Picton onthe train. There
was no special occasion, just a dhance to relax and
enjoy the scenery. The Tranz Coastal Express makes
a return trip between Christchurch and Picton each
day. We travelled upon the Saturday morning service
and returned Sunday afternoon, raving 24 % hairs to
spendin Picton.

It was an early start for a Saturday morning. We had
to be a the station at 6:30am for a 7am departure.

Travelling through Christchurch by train is a much
faster process than by car, and it wasn't long before
we were & Belfast crossing a southboundfreight train
headed by a blue DFT and a DQ in the new green and
yellow Toll livery. Then it was onwards to North
Canterbury viaRangiora. The day was cloudy but dry,
and the cloud was high enough to still get good views
to the top d the mourtains, which still had a recent
covering of icing sugar still onthem.

By 9:30 am we were travelling alongside the Conway
River heading for the coast. While the road goes over
the hilly Hundalee ranges, the railway takes the flatter
route along the beach. The buffet car had a good
selection d food Sitting badk in ou big window
cariage eating pancakes with maple syrup, and scones
with jam and cream while skirting along the beach

Model Engineers track at Picton

front sure
beds the
usual
Saturday
morning
house
chores!

After
passing
through the
long Amuri Bluff tunnel, the aastline changes from
sandy beaches to rocky fore-shore. The road regppears
a Oaro and the railway passs through many short
tunrels as both compete for the small amourt of land
between the rock cliffs and the Pacific Ocean. It was
time to move to the open sided viewing carriage for
some fresh sea air and better views of seds sitting on
the rocks.

NZR lamps for salein a Picton second hand shop

A short stop was made a Kaikoura for the nicotine
addicts to get a quick fix then we were bad to the
high speed running as we continued on ou journey
north. The railway offers terrific views at it runs
between the salt ponds at Lake Grassnere, and the
drying process created a patchwork of blue and red
coloured pond.

Later we crossed the top dedk of the Arahere
combined Road and Rail bridge before tackling the
steep and windy Dashwood Pass As we passed across
ariver bridge ariving into Blenhiem, we could seethe
new track work being built for the latest extension o
the Blenhiem Riverside Railway’ s two foot gauge line.
All too soon we were descending aaoss the Waitohi
viaduct and dawn into Picton.

In the dternoonwe wandered the town. We fourd a
large second hand shop, which had three NZR lamps
for sde ($185 $27%ad), a battered Triang clock-
work engine for $45 and some Hornby Dublo 3 rall
trainsfor $700

The steep grade out of Picton flattens out at the Elevation over bridge
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The next morning was sunny and calm and it was very
pleasant eating brunch ouside one of the bead front
cdes in Picton with views of the ferries arriving and
departing. Then we headed down to the waterfront
park for a ride behind the battery powered loco onthe
Picton Model Engineers raised track. At just 20cents
for aride, it must be the chegoest attraction in Picton!
After a game of mini golf next door, it was time to
head to the station for our train trip hame.

A tour party from the Society of Internationa Railway
Travellers boarded the train at Blenhiem. Consisting
of mainly older members, some took their seat and
promptly went to deep. One of them snored rather

loudly drawing the attention d the whade carriage

urtil a jolt in the tradk prompted her to close her
mouth.

The only low point of the trip occurred whilst we
were whisking along down the long straight section
descending from Dashwood Pass An arrogant
cyclist chose to ignore the long and repeated Hasts
from the locomotive and sailed aaoss the level
crossing just metres in front of the train causing a
few anxious moments for the train staff and
passengers.

Ginglenook Wins New Friends In New Zealand

From http://carendt.us/scrapbodk/page4 2a/index.html

Gavin Sowry, from nea Wellington, New Zedand,
found an dd 16mm [5/8in] board, cut it to Size
sprayed it matte bladk, attached G-gauge sedional
track to it. and voild another Ginglenook Jr. layout
was born! After a couple private dub showings, Gavin
took the layout for its first public display a @muple
weeks ago, at the New Zedand Association of Model
Railway Clubs med.

The reception was enthusiastic! On the first day, only
abou 12% of the visitors actually solved the puzze --
primarily becaise Gavin set a 10-minute limit in order
to alow more people to have a go. Note that this
version d the Inglenodk game is cut down to just six
cas on the layout and requires making upa four-car
train in the order chosen. It's a simpler puzZe than the
full Inglenodk and thus is particularly suitable for
exhibition use.

In the picture below Gavin demonstrates the
portability of the layout aswell asthe neal for balance
and equilibrium in effective transport, symbadlized by
the six-padk in his other hand!
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Just for fun—A Whimsy Build Challenge

Receatly onthe Garden Railway forum on Trains.com,
amember put forward awhimsy build challenge.

The object was to build a whimsicd / fantasy or just
plain strange piece of equipment.

It coud be what ever size you want, but you hed to
judtify that it has a use onyour railroad.

The contraption hed to be ale to make it aroundyour
layout, and power could be by any method dher than
gravity!

The st had to be below what you would spend ona
nicedinner for two.

Three contributions had been entered by the dealline
in early November.

Entry 1 was the "City ex-terminator" by "tangerine-
jak" in VirginiaBeach, USA.

The rocket was built on an Aristo power truck with
hand rolled rocket tube/ V2 nose cone from scrap box.
Its "driver" isa Gl Joe ddll. and it can be propelled by
Rocket or motor block.

Entry 2 was a fire truck by "Rastun*, Montana, USA.
The truck was built from wood and mourted on a
USA Trains GP-9 power block. The figures were a
firemen set from the locd department store, which
included a motor bike with working flashing light and
siren. The light and siren were transferred to the fire
truck. More details at: http://1stclassmylargescde.
com/Rastun/ACRC/Avalanche.html

Entry 3 was the Walace ad Grommet car by Troy
Bettsin Tenterden, South East England.

The van was <sratch bult from Balsa Wood, and is
mourted onan Aristo motor, abou a day's work. The
figures are plasticine.

At the time this article was prepared the Wdlace and
grommet car was winning by one vote.

You can view the results at http://www.trains.com/
community/forum/topic.asp?
TOPIC_ID=4978R results=1

and more photos of the entries, including the rocket
and car crashes during testing at:

http://www.trains.com/community/forum/topic.asp?
TOPIC_ID=49550

http://www.trains.com/community/forum/topic.asp?
TOPIC_ID=49566
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The rocket powered City Ex-terminator, after a cllisionwith a Dalek

The Avalanche Creek fire truck

Troy Bett’s Wallace and Grommet Car.




